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Iſaiah XLI. 118, — 20. 


When the Poor and Needy ſeek Water, and there is 

| monte, and their Tongue faileth for Thirſt ; I the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of Iſrael will 
not forſake them. 9 5 

] will open Rivers in high places, and Fountains 
in the midſt of the Valleys : Pu 
That they may ſee, and know, and conſider, and 
underſtand together, that the Hand of the Lord 
hath done this, and the Holy one of Iſrael hath 


created it. 
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= HESE Words are not to 
be taken in a narrow, literal 
LURE Senſe, as containing only a 
SF | Promiſe, that God will re- 
lieve the Poor and Needy, 
hben they are brought into 
great Diſtreſs, for want of 

the Neceſſaries of Life; but the Prophet 
ſpeaks them in a more large and exten ſive Sige 
unification, and would have them underſtood, 
not only of God's providential Care and Pro- 


tection . 
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Ver. 1. 


Ver. 2. 


Ver. Il, 


Ver. 12» 
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tection of the Jewiſh Nation in particular; 
but of the Church and People of God in alt 
Apes, even under the pet Diſpenſation, to 
which our Evangelical Prophet applies the 
chiefeft of this latter part of his PrediQtions. 
Thus we find him beginning this Chapter 
in a moſt lofty and Majeſtick Strain of Elo- 
quence, perſonating Almighty God, and in a 
Prophetick manner; expoſtulating with his. 
future Church and People, whom he would 
ther from among the Gentiles. Reep 
e before me, O Iſlands, and let the People 
reuem their Strength; let them come near, then 
let them ſpeak; let us come near together to 
Judgment. Who rais'd up the Righteous 
Man from the Eaſt, calPd him to his Foot, gave 
the Nations before him, and made him rule over 
Kings? He gave them as the Duſt to his Sword, 
and as driven Stubble to his Bom. FR” 
And thus he goes on to enumerate God's 
paſt Mercies to his Church, and from thence 
to raiſe an Argument for, and ſtrengthen: 
the Promiſe he makes them of, his future 
Protection. Ver, 10. &c. Fear thou not, for 
I]. am with thee, be not diſmayed,. for I am thy: 
God: I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 
yea, I will aphold thee with the right Hand of my 
Righteouſneſs. Behold, all they that are iucens d. 


againſt thee, ſhall be aſhamed and confounded ; 


they ſhall be as nothing, and they that ſtrive with: 


thee ſhall periſh. Thou ſhalt ſeek them, and 
ſhalt not find them, even. them. that contended 
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the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 7 

But then ſhould it pleaſe God to Milt 
his People for a Seaſon, either as a proper 
Tryal of their Faith, or as a juſt Ca abs, 
for their Sins; There is Encouragement ill 
in the Text, for them to expect, that the 
good Providence of God will interpoſe in 
their Behalf, and not ſuffer, either his Tem- 
poral, or Spiritual Bleſſings, entirely to fail. 


He may let them be troubled on every ſide, 2 Cor. is. 
and yet not ſuffer them to be guite 8, 9. 


diſtreſſed; and therefore tho? they ſhould be 
perplex'd at any time, they muſt not deſpair ; 
cho* they may be caſt down, yet they ſhall 
not be deftroyed. For when the Poor and Need) 
ſeek Water, and there is none, and their Tongue 
faileth for Thirſt; I the Lord will hear them, I 
the Goa of Iſrael will not forſake them; I will 
open Rivers in high Places, &c. 
The Want orScarcity of Water ſignifies, in 
the Scripture Phraſe, the want of 4 ſorts of 
E bodily Proviſion; as a fulneſs of Bread, or 
plenty of Water, does uſually denote the 
contrary. But theſe Words are ſometimes 
taken in a Spiritual Senſe, for the Food and 
Nouriſhment of our Souls; as the Word 

God, and the Doctrines of the Goſpel, are call'd 


the Bread of Life, and the Waters of Life. Thus the Joh. vi. 35. 
Prophet Amos ſays, chap. viii. ver. 1 1. Behold, 4. 


the Days come, ſaith the Lord God, that I will 

ſend a Famine in the Land, not a Famine of 

Bread, nor 4 Thirſt for Water, but of hearing 
: „ 40 
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the Words of the Lord; where the ſame Me. 
taphor is us'd. We 
And 'tis the Opinion of Commentators on 
this Place, That the Prophet had this Spiri- 
tual Meaning of the Word Water in his View, 
in the Promiſe made in the Text. And if 
ſo, then the Paſſage may very properly be 
apply*d to our ſelves; and by the Poor and 
Needy there mentioned, we may underſtand 
all good Men in general, but Chriſtians more 
particularly, who by the Precepts of their 
Religion are oblig'd to be Poor in Spirit, and 
of a meek and lowly Diſpoſition. And Al- 
mighty God here engages, to reſcue ſuch 
Perſons, when they are brought under any 
great Diſtreſs; when they are in Danger of 
being depriv*d, either of their Temporal, or 
of their Spiritual Comforts, or of both; and 
have no viſible Human Means left to ſup- 
port them. When they ſeek Water, and there 
is none, I the Lord will hear them, and will open 
Rivers in high Places, &c. "hat is, he will 
find out a proper way, and effectual means 
to delider them. 3 
From my Text thus explain'd, I ſhall take 
occaſion to obſerve to you, in the firſt place, 


I. THAT Almighty God, in his wiſe Pro- 
vidence, does many times ſuffer, even his 
ona People, to be brought into great Drffical- 
ties and. Danger. The Poor and Needy ſeek 


Maler, and there is none, and their Tongue fatleth 
for IHirſt. | 


I. THAE 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 9 


II. THAT the fame Wiſe and good Provi- 
dence does very frequently interpoſe in their 
behalf, and work. for them a Deliverance, 
even when they are in the deepeſt and moſt 
preſſing Diſtreſs. T the Lord will hear them, ſays the 
Text, Iwill open Rivers in high Places, and Foun- 
tains in the midſt of the Valleys. 

III. THAT this gracious Interpoſition of the 
Divine Providence, in ſuch peculiar Times of 
Danger, is deſign'd by God, to make Men 
the more ſenſible of his great Mercies to them, 
to awaken them from a State of Inſenſibility 
and Ingratitude, to affect their Hearts with 
thankful Diſpoſitions towards him, and to fill 
their Vaderſtandings with juſt Apprehenſions of 
ſuch his extraordinary Protection. That they 
may ſee, and know, and conſider, and underſtand 
tozether, That the Hand of the Lord hath done 
this, and the Holy one of Iſrael hath created it. 
And laſtly, 

IV. I ſhall apply the whole to our ſelves 
of this Nation, and the Happy Occaſion of 
this Day's Solemnity. I: 

I begin with the firſt Obſervation, 


I. THAT Almighty God, in his wiſe Pro- 
vidence, does many times ſuffer, even his 
on People, to be brought into great Difficulties 
and Danger. The Poor and Needy ſeek Water, 
and there is none, and their Tongue faileth for 
Thirſt, Ts 
The Truth of this will ſoon appear, from 
a ſhort recollection of the various Sufferings 


B 1 
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of good Men in all Ages, whether eonſider'd 
in their private Capacities, or as Members 
of Society, and conſtituting one Body the 
Church. | | 
As to particular Inſtances, it would be 
endleſs to enumerate them. You have heard 
of the Sufferings of Job, of the Troubles of 
David, of the Tryals of all the Auciest Pro- 
phets, how they underwent crael Mockings and 
| Scourgings, yea moreover Bonds and Impriſon. 
Heb* xi. nent. hey were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, 
36,37 Kc. ere tempted, were ſlain with the Sword; . they 
wander d about in Sheep-skins, and Goat-skins, 
being deſtitute, aſflitied, tormented, Of whom the 
World was not worthy; they wander'd in Deſerts, 
and in Mountains, and in Dens and Caves of 
the Earth. 1 „ 
And our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, had the 
| fame Afflictions to exerciſe their Patience 
| and Courage under the nem Diſpenſation, which 
the Holy-Men before mention'd experienc'd 
under the Old; and had no other returns 
from an ungrateful World, for the glad Hd. 
ings of Salvation which they brought, but 
the utmoſt Cruelties Malice and Hatred 
could invent. And ſuch has been the Caſe, 
very frequently, of good Men in all Ages; 
whoſe Sufferings and ill treatment from the 
World, have uſually been as conſpicuous and 
remarkable, as their Virtue and their Merit. 
And if from the Tryals of particular good 
Men, in their private Capacities, we pro- 
ceed to take into Conftderation their Caſe as 
in 
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in Society, and as Members of one Body the 
Church, we ſhall ill find, that God's Provi- 
dence has not always over-raPd the common 
Courſe of this World, nor reſtrain'd the Cruelty 
of the Prince of the Power of the Air, nor kept Eph. ii. 
in that perſecuting Spirit, which even now 
worketh in the Children of Difobedience, But 
has many times made them the Inſtruments 
of Correcting his own People, of bringing 
Calamities upon them, for the exerciſe of 
their Faith, and the improvement of their 
Yireueos: 

How did he permit his own People the 
Jews, in the Infancy of their State, and when 
he was but juſt forming them into a Nation, 
to Sojourn in a ſtrange Land, to be brought 14... 
into Bondage, and to be entreated Evils, 
four Hundred Tears? How many Hardſhips 
and Difficulties had they to ſtruggle with, 
during their Forty Years Travel in the Mil. 
derneſs ? And after they had been proſperouſ- 
ly ſettled in the promiſed Land, how did he 
ſuffer them to be carry'd away Captives into 
Babylon? And fince that Reſtauration, becauſe 
of their great Obſtinacy and Infidelity in re- 
eee Saviour, and ſtanding aut to the laſt 
againſt all the Miraculous Demonſtrations he 
gave them of the Truth of his Miſſion, God has 
blotted out their Nawe from being a Nation 
under Heaven, and cauſes them to wander 
like Vag abonds in the Earth. And they have 
no reaſonable Proſpect, becauſe no Promiſe, 
of their being ever gather'd ag ain, till towards 

i "V2. the 
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Rom. xi. the End of the World, when the falneſs of the 
I Gentiles is come in, and they themſelves ſhall 
| Neu. at embrace Chriſtianity, that ſo all the Kingdoms 
is, Of the World, may become the Ming doms of our 
8 Lord, and of his Chriſt. 
And if we look back upon the State of 
the Chriſtian Church, we {hall find that it has 
had an equal ſhare of the ſame bitter Cup 
to drink of. For the firſt three Hundred 
Tears, it labour'd under a Continual Perſecu. 
tion from the unbelieving Governours of the 
Gentile World. And for more than twice that 
number of Years, it groan'd under the Ty- 
ranny and Uſurpation of the Anti-Chriſtian 
one. And tho? it pleas'd God, at the Refor- 
mation, to diſſipate thoſe Clouds of Error 
and Superſtition, which the Papal Power 
had introduc'd into the Church, and almoſt 
totally eclips'd the Goſpel; yet the true 
Light has not yet ſhone, in its full Bright- 
neſs, but through a ſmall part of Chriſtendom; 
there being whole Nations yet involv'd in 
. Popiſh Darkneſs, and unable to extricate them- 
1 ſelves from that Spiritual Bondage. 
I And as to ſuch free States or Kingdoms, 
who have had Courage and Strength enouglht_ 
to ſhake off this Hrannical Yoke, they have 
purchas'd their Liberties at the Expence of 
4 much Blood and Treaſure; enough, one ſhould 
. think, to make them highly prize ſuch valu- 
able Bleſſings, and to keep a very watchful 
Eye upon thoſe,. who would deprive them 
of them. Sik 
Thus. 
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the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 13 

Thus much may ſuffice for the 1lluſtra- 
tion of my firſt Obſervation from the Text; 
That Almighty God, in his Wiſe Providence, 
is pleas'd to purify even his ow? People by 
Aftiction, and to ſuffer them to ſtruggle with 
many Difficulties and Dangers. 

The next thing I obſerv'd to you was, 

II. THAT the ſame wiſe and good Proyi- 
dence does, very frequently, interpoſe in their 
behalf, and work for them a Deliverance, even 
when they are in the. deepeſt and moſt preſ- 
ſing Diſtreſs. I the Lord will hear them, I the 
God of Iſrael will not forſake them, &c, 

This Promiſe of Almighty God's ſupply- 
ing the Poor ana Needy with Water, when 
their Tongue faileth for Thirſt, and they are 

brought into great Diſtreſs for the want of 
it, is what has been literall) fulfill'd, in more 

Inſtances than one, which we read of in the 

Old Feftament. Thus Hagar was miracu- 

louſly ſupply'd with Water in the Wilderneſs 

of Beer-ſheba, whereby the Life of her Son 

Iſhmael was preſerv'd, when he was near expi- 

ring with Thirſt, Gen. xxi. 19. In like manner, 

when the whole Congregation of the Chil- 

dren of Iſrael murmur'd againſt Moſes in 

the Deſert of Tin, becauſe they had »o Water 
to drink; we read, that Moſes, by Direction 

from God, ſmote the Rock at Meribah, and 
the Water came out abundantly, and the Congrega- 

tion Drank, and their Beaſts alſo, Numb. xx. 11. 

And when they were in the like diſpoſition: 

_ ior want of Bread, God rained down Manna 
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Pfal. alſo upon them for ta eat, and gave them Food 
Ixxvili. from LJeaven. 88 | 
But to leave the Ureral Senſe of the 
Words, and to conſider them in their largeſt 
and moſt extenſive Signification ; we ſhall 
find, That the Lord will not fail his People, 
under any Diſtreſs ; neither will he forſake hi; 
pl xciv. Inheritance, under any Preſſures, Their 
14. paſt Deliverances have been as conſtant, 
and as great, as their Troubles; which 
is a ſtrong Encouragement for them to hope, 
and a reaſonable Ground for them to ex. 
pect, That their future Protection will be 
ſuch, as ſhall anſwer their Neceſſities. 
Thus God promis'd the Jews, Deut. iv. 
30. When thou art in Tribulation, and all theſe 
Afflictious are come upon thee, even in the lat. 
ter Dayes, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, 
and ſhalt be obedient unto his Voice, he will not 
forſake thee, neither deftroy thee, nor forget the 
Covenant of thy Fathers, which he ſwear anto 
bf cri, em. And the Plalmilt fays, Our Fathers 
TE "hoped in thee, O God, they traſted in thee, and 
thou didſt deliver them; They called upon thee, 
and were holpen ; They pat their Truſt in thee, 
and were not confounded. Peg 
| And if from theſe Promiſes and Declarati- 
ons in Scripture, of God's Protection and 
Deliverance of his People, we proceed to 
Fats; The Truth of our Obſervation will 
be yet more ſtrongly confirmed. The Af 
flictions of Job, 0 his Integrity under 
them, were at laſt crown'd with greater 
PLD. — te 
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Proſperity ; for the Lord bleſſed the latter 


13 


End of Job, more than hu Beginning. The Job xlii, 
Troubles ot David Were all brought to !? 


z proſperous Iſſue, and conduc'd in the 


Fad to his firmer Eſtabliſhment in his Kjnes 
dom, and what was much more for his Ad- 
vantage, to the greater Improvement of his 
Mind, The Cry of the Children of Iſrael, in 


their Egyptian Bondage, was heard by God, pq 


iii. 


who wrought their Deliverance, by a mighty. 


Hand, and a ſtretched out Arm, Inſomuch that © 
Deut. IV. 


3 


the Fg yprians were glad at their Departure, for 
they were afraid of them, The Hunger and 


4. 


Thirſt they ſuſtain'd in the Wilderneſs, ſoon Pf, cy, 


gave Way to a happy Settlement in the? 


promis'd Land, a Country abounding with 
Plenty of all Things, a Land flowing with 
Milk and Honey. And when for their I. 
E pratitude and Idolatry, they were carry'd a- 
way Captives into a ſtrange Land, no ſooner 


did they return to their Obedience, but God 


received them again into Favour, and rais'd 


7² 


Exod, 111, 


up Inſtruments of their ſpeedy Reſtauration. 


The Perſecution of the Goſpel by the Hea- 


hen Governours, was at laſt put an End 


to, by the Converſion of thoſe Powers. And 


when the Church grew the worſe for the 
Proſperity it enjoy'd; and by graſping at 
what was earthy, had almoſt loſt the Way 


to Heaven; a Spirit then aroſe, whereby 
Truth has prevail'd, and ever fince ſtood 


its Ground, againſt the Powers of Darkneſs ; - 


and 
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and will in the Exd, without all queſtion, ez. 
tirely get the better of them. 
And thus has Almighty God, by a long 

Series of providential Occurrences, conſtant] 
ſuſtain d, and hitherto preſerv'd, his Church 

and People; not, indeed, in the ſame 
Uniform and uninterrupted State, but 

Pl, cvii, ſometimes, by bleſſing them, ſo that they have 
38. multiply'd exceedingly, And again, when 
3% they have been miniſh'd and brought low, thro 
Oppreſſion, through any Plague or Trouble, by 
reſcuing them again out of the Hands of their 
40. Oppreſſors. Though he ſuffer them, fays 
the Pſalmiſt, ro be evil entreated through Ty 
rants, and let them wander out of the Way in 
41. the Wilderneſs; Jet helpeth he the Poor 
out of Miſery, and maketh him Houſholds like 

a Flock of Sheep. The Righteous, ſays 

he, will conſider this, and rejoyce. Which leads 

me to my Third Conſideration, viz. 


III. THAT this gracious Interpoſition of 
the Divine Providence, in ſuch peculiar 
Times of Difficalty and Danger, is deſign'd 
by God, to make Men the more ſenſible of 
his great Mercies to them, to awaken them 

from a State of Jaſenſibility and Ingratitude, 
to affect their Hearts with thankful Diſpoſi- 
tions towards him, and to give them juſt 
Apprehenſions of ſuch his extraordinary Pro- 
tection. That they may ſee, and know, and con- 
ſider, and underſtand together; that the Hand 


of 
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of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy one of 
Iſrael hath created it. | : 
Such is the T»ſenſibility of Mankind, they 
have always been the leſs obſervant of the 
Divine Goodneſs and Bounty extended to- 
wards them, the more conſtantly and aniform- 
Jy they have felt the Effects of it. Such their 
Ingratitude, they have uſually made the 1% 


returns of Thanks and Praiſe, the greater and 


more numeroas the Bleſſings have been which 
they have receiv'd. Infomuch that Almigh- 
ty God is in a manner forc'd, to interrupt 
the Courſe of his Favours; ſometimes to 
threaten them with the loſs of his Protection, 
by bringing into their view a proſpect of Cala- 
mities, and putting them in ihminent Danger of 
them; and ſometimes actually to deprive 
them of thoſe Bleſſings, which he finds they 


make ſo ill a uſe of. And all this he does, in 
order to convince them of the certainty of 


his providential Care over them, and of the 
Greatneſs and Valuableneſs of thole Mercies, 
which his infinite Goodneſs has ſo graciouſly 

afforded them. Thus we read of the Ha- 


elites, That when he ſlew them, they ſought him, Pſlxxviii. 
and turned them early, and enquired after God. 34 
And in the Prophet Hoſea, tis ſaid, in their Hol. 13. 


Aflidion they will ſeek me early. But then, when 


| eur. 
Teſurun waxed Fat, he kick*d; when he was covered xIi. 1 5. 


with Fatneſs, then he forſook God which made 
him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his Salva- 


tion. And when the Lord ſaw it, he abhorr'd 19. 


* them; 
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them; And he ſaid, I will hide my Face from 


them. 
Such has been the method which God has 
taken for the Reformation of Mankind; when 
his temporal Mercies have not had their due 
Effect upon them, or have been Perverted by 
them, he has uſually ſent his Judgments to 
reclaim them; not indeed always by atual 
Sufferings; ſometimes he only holds the Rod 
over us, without ſtriking the Blow, to ſee 
what Threatning will do, before he proceeds 
to Paniſhment.. But when the Obſtinacy and 
Perverſenefs of a finſul People will not thus 
be conquer'd, it then becomes neceſſary for 
the Hand of God to fall heavy upon them, 
to withdraw thofe Bleſſings, which they have 
had neither the Senſe to value, nor the Gra- 
titude to be thankful for; and to lay upon 
them ſuch real Calamities, and poſirive Af 
flictions, as may bring them to ſuch a temper 
of mind, as to ſee the Juſtice of God in their 
Puniſhment, and God's great Mercy in their 
Deliverance. 3 : 
And the Almighty does many times, on 
purpoſe, let things go on to ſome Extremity, 
that the Interpoſition of his Providence may 
be the more conſpicuous ;. and that what 
Men will not obſerve, from his common and 
uſual Diſpenſations, they may. be Taught, or 
he leſt inexcuſable if they do not learn, from 
ſuch extraordinary Occurrences.. So that 
whenever the. divine. Providence does merci- 
aaa a "7" _{ 
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fully interpoſe, either in the Preſervation of 
any People from ſuch Calamities as threaten 
them, or in the reſcuing them out of ſuch 
as they are actually iv, in; he does it 
with an Intention to raiſe in their Minds 
ſuch ſtable Diſpoſitions, as may juſtly be ex- 
pected, from ſuch wonderful and remarkabic 
Diſpenſations. 

I have done with the General Obſerva- 
tions ariſing from the Text. It remains in 
the laſt place, 

IV. THAT 1apply the whole to our ſelves 
of this Nation, and the happy Occaſion of th: 
Day's Solemnity. [ 


Now if ever there was a People in a more 
peculiar manner favour'd by the Almighty, 
We of this Land, have juſt Reaſon to eſteem 
our felves ſuch; and ought therefore to be- 
have our ſelves accordingly, by making all 
poſſible returns of Gratitude and Praiſe. There 
is not an Age has paſs'd over us, nor ſcarce 
a King or Queen's Reign, in which Hiſtory 
does not inform us, of ſome or other remark- 
able, and almoſt miraculous Inſtance of God's 
Protection, and of the divine Providence watch- 
ing over us for Good; either in reſcuing us 
out of the Hands of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, or 
in preſerving or reſtoring us, from Azarchy . 
and Confuſion. i „ JUN 
Let ivs recal our Obſervations but ſor one 
ſingle Century, and review the Occurrences 
Wn - only 
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only ſince the Reformation, in which the Ba- 
ſineſs of the Day will naturally fall under 
our Conſideration, in its proper Order of 
Time, 7 18 
How did God proſper, both the Arms and 
Councils of Queen Elizabeth,of glorious Memory, 
in the entire Settlement and Eſtabliſhment 
both of our Spiritaal and 'Temporal Liberties, 
reſcuing us from a Foreign Juriſdiction; and 
reſtoring the Truths of the Goſpel to their 
Primitive Simplicity; by putting the Bible 
into the Hands of her People, that they might 
ſee with their own Eyes, and read and judge 
themſelves, what they were both to believe 
and practiſe in order to be ſav'd; and not 
be led any longer by ſuch /elf-deſtgning Emiſ- 
Mat. xv. ſaries, as had taught them for Dottrines, the 
” _ Commanaments of Men. 1 8 3 
In how wonderful a Manner did God in- 
terpofe between Us and Deſtruction, in that 
never to be forgotten Barbarity, intended by 
Popiſh Conſpirators, in the Reign of King 
James the Firſt ; when the King, the Queen, 
the Prince, and all the Royal Branches, with 
the Nobility, Clergy, and Commons of Eng- 
gland, were to have been blown up by Gun- 
Powder, the whole Nation been put into the 
utmoſt Confuſion, and our Land made a 
Acts i. 19. Slaughter-Houſe, an Aceldama, or Field of 
Blood?“ nee e 
But never was there a more ſignal Inſtance 
of the Interpoſition of Divine Providence, 
15 5 8 than 


brought about the Happy Reſtauration of King 
Charles the Second, together with our ancient 
Form of Government, after an Interruption of 
many Tears. The particular Inſtance of God's 
peculiar Mercy towards this Nation, which 


ratefully to commemorate. . | 
This was an Event, ſo ſurprizing in all its 
| Circumſtances, brought about by Occur- 
| rances not foreſeen, and Contrivances 
not ſuſpected, and fo vaſtly Beneficial. in 
its Conſequences to theſe Kingdoms; that 
the Noble Hiſtorian of thoſe Times, has very 
juſtly, and piouſly acknowledg'd, That no 
Human Strength, or Human Policy, without 
the eſpecial Direction of Heaven, could have 
produc'd it; And he tells us, that it was 
Glory enough for that Great General, who 
was the Principal Actor in it, That he was 
God's Inſtrument, in bringing thoſe migh- 
* ty things to paſs, which, undoubtedly, no 
one Man living, had, of himſelf, either 
* Wiſdom enough to foreſee, or underſtand- 
ing to Contrive, or Courage to Attempt 
and Execute. Lord Clar. Hiſtory 3 Vol. 
i . 
To God then we muſt look up as the 
great Author and Contriver of that Natio- 
nal Bleſſing we this Day Commemorate ; and 
we do therefore moſt thankfully acknowledge, 


haſt done it. 
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than in that amazing turn of Affairs, which 


| this Day we are aſſembled, moſt ſolemnly and 


How that this was thy Hand, and that thou Lord SR 


That 
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That Diſtraction and Violence which thei 
Kingdoms labour? d under, during the Inte. 
ruption of Regal Government, muſt for ever 
ſure be a Warning both to Prince and People, 
not to diſturb old ne neither to ſtretch 
Prerogative beyond Law, nor to aſſert Liber 
beyond Reaſon; the natural Conſequence gf 
which, muſt neceſſarily end, either in J. 
ranny or Confuſion. But it is the peculiat 
Happineſs of our own Conſtitution, that, a; 
it will not admit of any Arbitrary Tyrannica 
Impoſitions from Deſpotick Power, ſo neither 
will it ſuffer any Piſobedience to L awful Com. 
mands. The Rights and Priviledges of Brivih * 
Subjects, are all ſettled and ſecur'd by ibe 
Laws of the Land, and theſe mult be the 
Rule both for Prince and People to act by; 
and fo long as they do fo, we ſhall never 
fall again into ſuch calamitous Times, as to 
ſee a, Parliament governing without a Ning, 
or a King without a Parliament. . 


It far'd with Religion, as it did with Li. 
berty, in thoſe Years of Conſuſion. That 
Decent and Regular Form of Worſhip, which 
we at preſent enjoy, was oblig'd to give place 
to Enthuſiaſtick and Incoberent Conceptions; 
and the true Life and Spirit of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion was loſt, in mere Hypocriticd 
and formal Pretences to it. It cannot in- 
deed be contended, that this Matter was 
much mended by the Reſtauration; or that 
true Religion and Godlineſs throve ſo. faſt 
ee | imme⸗ 
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immediately after it, as it ought, and might 
-cafonably be expected, to have done. The 
Deteſtation Men had conceiv'd againſt ſome 
lute Vices, drew the unwary into other Ex- 
reams; and to avoid the ſhame of Hypocriſy, 
they ran into open Prophaneneſs, and there - 
[by diſhonour'd a better Proſeſſion of Re- 
gion, and a better Eftabliſhment. 30 11 

And we cannot but obſerve, how difficult 
à matter it is, to keep the corrupt Nature 
of Man from running into theſe Violations of 
Duty; when, even in our ows more ſettled 

mes, under a Vigeilant Adminiſtration, and 
the pious Care and Zeal of fuch as Preſide 
in Religion, and the Government of the 
Church, there ſhould be found Combinations 
of Perſons, and ſome of good Education, if 
not of high Rank and Dignity, ſo very Pro- 
figate, as to diſtinguiſh themſelves by a 
Name, it would create a Horror to mention, 
and to be Guilty both of Expreſſions and 
Actions, which nothing but Hearts: pollu- 
ted with the bigheſt Trufidelity, and the 
eroſſeſt Corruptions, could dictate, or engage 
in | {BN 92 175 


The early and pious Care of his Sacred 
| MajzsTy, to put a ſtop to theſe abomina- 
ble Impieties, ought to be ſeconded, and 
made effectual, by the United Endeavoars of 
all the Lovers of Religion and Virtue. Eſpe- 
cally at a time, when the whole Nation is in 
manner fainting, under the „ of 
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that Puniſhment, God's Righteous Judgment 
hath moſt equitably laid upon us, for J. 
quities of another Nature; and when we 
have ſo great Reaſon to be  apprehenſiye 
of yet more diſmal Judgments, thoſe greater 
Viols of God's Wrath, pour'd out upon a 
Neighbouring Kingdom; whoſe Sins we 
have ſo exactly Copy'd, that we can have | 
but little Reaſon to flatter our ye 
with an Exemption from their Panib. 
ments. | Fey | 4 
Nothing but the Wiſdom, and Juſtice, 
and Courage of a Britiſh Parliament, could 
ſupport a ſinking Nation, under ſuch de. 
jecting Circumſtances ; and even hat muſt 
prove ineffectual without a National Re. 
formation. For how can a Profligate People 
hope for God's Bleſſings, or not expect his 
Cen. iw. Judgments, whilſt Sin  lyeth at their Dou 
Joſh, vii, A Sin, like that of Achan, the Son of | 
I. Carmi, whom the Children of Tſrael Stow'd 
Ver. 25. with Stones, and Burnt with Fire after the | 
had Ston'd him with Stones, to appeaſe the 
Anger of the Lord againſt Iael. He there. 
fore, at ſuch a Juncture, muſt be the greatef 
Patriot, and the trueſt Lover of his Country, | 
* who putteth away the Accurſed thing from 
Ver. 13. himſelf, does Juſtice to the Injur'd, relitvis 
Dan. xi the Oppreſſed, and endeavours 20 turn man) 
3. to Righteouſneſs; and thereby procures the 
Bleſſings of Heaven upon his Fellow Citi 
zens here, and at the ſame time, lays the 
N 5 1 1 
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Foundation of his own greater Glory here- 
after ; for ſuch a one ſhall Shine as the Brighi- 
nels of the Firmament, and be as the Stars for 
ever and ever. CRT" ER | 

Buttheſe are Topicks, which, how proper 
foever for the Times, will be thought, per- 
haps, not ſo proper for the Day. For 
which Reaſon, I ſhall no longer dwell! upon 
them; but return to a more acceptable Sub- 
ect, the obſerving to you the great Mercies and 
ſignal Deliverances of Almighty God vouch- 
ſafed to this Nation, how little ſoever we 
may have deſerv*'d them. IR 


And if from the Reſtauration of King 
Charles the Second, we reflect upon the 
State of Affairs in the Following Reign; how 
did the Hand of God interpoſe gain in 
our behalf, when our Laws, and f thertier 
as well as our Religion, were in imminent 

Danger, fram the 3 Proceedings ſet 
on Foot by Popiſh Councils in it? From 
whoſe Perfidious and Wicked Attempts 
Providence reſcu'd us, by raiſing us up a 

Deliverer, of whom this Nation ought al- 

ways to retain a moſt grateful Remem- 

brance. C 

Theſe are all amazing Inſtances of God's 

great Goodneſs to the People of this Land; 
and ſuch as call for our moſt hearty Ac- 
knowledgments. And yet, as if God had 

not done enough for us already, Lo! another 
ML RS: © ir Inſtance 
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Pl.xxxiv. Pſalmiſt; O Praiſe the Lord with me, and lit 
us mapnify his Name together, O clap you 
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A Sermon Preach d before 
Inſtance of his Mercy towards us, and 3 
gracious Effect of his, moſt compaſſionate 
Providence | I SANT placing his preſent 
Majeſty, a Proteſtant Prince, upon the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms, at a time, when the Enemies 
of our Eſtabliſhment had raiſed in themſelyes 
the greateſt Expectations of a Popiſhone.A Blef. 
fing this of ſuch an accomplicated Nature! that 
moſt of the Comforts of this Life, nay, 1 
may ſay, the eternal Joys and Happineſs of 
the next, are, in ſome Meaſure, comprehen- 
ded in it. The Protection of good Lans, 
Liberty of Conſcience, Property in our Eſtates, 
are the refreſhing Streams that flow from 
this reviving Fountain. Whereas Poperyis the 
Root of the Reverſe ofall this, and when joyn'd 
to Government, is the Foundation of all Ca- 
lamities, introducing a Tyrannical Domi. 
nion over, both our Bodies, and our Souls. 
Buffer me then, upon this Day, when the 
whole Nation is with joyful Hearts Cele. 
brating the Birth of ſo Gracious a Governour, 
which the Piety of his Majeſty would not 
{uffer to break-in upon the Religious Duties 
of Tefterday*'s Sabbath, to conclude this Dil- 
courſe, by leaving upon your Minds ſo grate- 
ful an Impreſſion; and by. addreſſing. you, 
upon this Occaſion, in the Words of the 


Hands together, all ye People, O ſing me 0h 
'. ot oe 4s 
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with the Voice of Melody. For he hath choſen 

his preſent Majeſty, as he did formerly, David lxxvili. 
his Servant. He hath calPd him to feed Jacob 71. 72. 
his People, and Iſrael his Inheritance. And he1* 
will feed them with a faithful and true Heart, 
and Rule them pradently with all his Power, 
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A Sermon Preached before the Incorpo- 
4 Y-32xted Society for the Propagation. of 
"Goſpel in Foreign Parts; at their Anni. 
verſary Meeting in the Pariſh-Church of St. 
Mary le Bom; on Friday the 17th of February, 
1720. By Edward Waddington, D. D. Fellow 
of Eton College, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to his Majeſty. * 


A D iſcourſe of Judicial Providence: Preach- 
ed in an Aſſize Sermon at Welſb.-Pool in the 
County of Mountgomery, on the 13th of Sept. 
1720, Before the Honourable Spencer Comper 
Eſq; Chiet Juſtice of Cheſtæ, and Mr. Juſtice 
Minnington. By E. Saunders, D. D. 


The Bloody Principles of Popery offer'd to 
the Conſideration of every Engliſh Proteſt- 
ant; Ina Sermon Preach'd before the Mayor 
and Aldermen of Lincoln, Nov. 5. 1720. By 
John Diſue), Rector of Kzrkby-Saper-Baine in 
the County of Lincoln. 


The Doctrine of Godly Sorrow: Set forth 


in a Sermon, Preached at St. James's, in the 
Chappel of his late Royal Highneſs Prince 
George of Denmark, Dec. 16. 1720. Being the 
Day appointed for a general Faſt - and Hu- 
miliation. By Anthony William Bothm, Chap- 
lain to his late Royal Highneſs. 
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